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his wives Saraswathi, Savithri and Gayatri went to We
Ganges for bath. Saraswathi lagged behind the other a
bit as she was absorbed in the song of a celestial maid
who was soaring in the sky above. Brahma and the oth^f
two had completed their bath before Saraswathi arrive
Saraswathi grew angry at this and chided Brahw^
Brahma pointed out that the fault was hers wd foi
having committed the sin of indulging in such
unrighteous anger, he cursed Her to have several births
on the earth as a human being. Saraswathi was shocked.
Brahma now paused a bit and added in explanation of
his curse that the Forty eight letters from "Akaram^ to
"Hakaram" (First to the forty eight letters of the Sanscrit
alphabet) would become forty eight pcets and Lord
Somasundareswara of Madurai would also become ffie
forty ninth poet and pervade the minds of the forty eigM
poets thereby giving them perfect knowledge and
develop poesy in Tamil.

The forty eight poets were accordingly born and
they had futi knowledge of the various languages airri
chose the Tamil langugae as the vehicle for expressing
their ideas iny^rse form. They were ardent devotees of
Lord Siva and frequently toured various parts of the
country to establish their scholarship. They finally
reached Madurai. Lord Somasundareswara in the guise
of a poet welcomed them and took them to the temple
and made them worship the Lord. Then he disappeared
from their presence. The poets realised that it was f/w
Lord who had been with them all the while and smg
many poems In his praise.

Then they went to the Pandya king. The king
was struck with thier great scholarly attainment^
gave  them various presents and constructed a